and VirPom-R (5'-GAGCACCACAGGAACCTCACGG-3') generated a product of the size expected (267 bp) for ASSVd (Faggioli et al., 2001) (Desvignes et al., 1999) and, more recently, in cherry and apricot . Economic losses are due to damage to fruit (Koganezawa et al., 2003). This report of ASSVd, which to our knowledge is the first in Argentina and even in South America, indicates the need for careful testing of apple propagation material to avoid spreading of this pathogen. Desvignes JC, Grasseau N, Boyé R, Cornaggia D, Aparicio F, Di Serio F, Flores R, 1999 . Biological properties of apple scar skin viroid: isolates, host range, different sensitivity of apple cultivars, elimination, and natural transmission. Plant Disease 83, 768-772. [doi:10.1094/PDIS.1999 
In the course of screening forviroidspresent inArgentina, apple trees (Malus domestica) from five orchards located in Allen (Alto Valle
were analysed by dot-blot hybridisation with a digoxigenin-labelled riboprobe specific for ASSVd, [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] eight of Gala, and 
five of Red Delicious) tested positive for the viroid. As a negative control, dsRNA from virus-free apple trees was used and showed no reaction. (These healthy trees belong to a phytosanitary project that is being conducted in INTA).Two of the dsRNA preparations with intense dot-blot signals from cv. Gala samples were analysed by double electrophoresis, first in non-denaturing and then in denaturing 5%
polyacrylamide gels (Pallás et al., 1987 and VirPom-R (5'-GAGCACCACAGGAACCTCACGG-3') generated a product of the size expected (267 bp) for ASSVd (Faggioli et al., 2001) (Desvignes et al., 1999) and, more recently, in cherry and apricot . Economic losses are due to damage to fruit (Koganezawa et al., 2003) . This report of ASSVd, which to our knowledge is the first in Argentina and even in South America, indicates the need for careful testing of apple propagation material to avoid spreading of this pathogen.
